Frameworks 101 

Resources from Dreamweaver NY presentation on Oct. 10, 2007 on Oct. 10, 2007
Development Environments

If you are interested in creating a development environment on your computer to development and experiment with frameworks, you will want to download and install Apache, PHP, and MySQL. 

Fortunately, there are several programs that make this task very easy. 

WAMP – A Windows only-program that just has Apache, PHP, MySQL, and PHPMyAdmin. This was the program that I used in the demonstration and use for my own projects. WAMP works great with XP. I have been told that it works on Vista.
http://wampserver.com/en/
XAMP – A full-featured Apache\MySQL\PHP solution. There are versions for Windows XP\Vista, Mac OS X, and Linux. Along with the basic PHP/MySQL programs, XAMP also includes Tomcat (for JavaServer Pages), Mod_Perl module for Apache, Mercury Mail Server, Filezilla FTP server, and a few others. There is also a “lite” version of XAMP that doesn’t have as many extras.

http://www.apachefriends.org/en/index.html
MAMP – A PHP\MySQL\PHP program for Mac OS X. I have this one install on my black MacBook. It does the job well. There are two versions, the free personal edition, which is just Apache\PHP\MySQL and a “Pro” edition, which costs money and includes many additional features to enable you to run a full-time web server on a Mac.

http://www.mamp.info/en/index.php

Frameworks
We discussed three frameworks during the presentation.

WordPress

www.wordpress.org
This is a good tutorial on how to make WordPress themes
http://www.wpdesigner.com/2007/02/19/so-you-want-to-create-wordpress-themes-huh/
Joomla

www.joomla.org
A short tutorial that I used to learn about Joomla templates
http://www.joomlatribune.com/joomla-tutorials/making-a-3-column-joomla-theme.html
Zen Cart

www.zen-cart.com
Other Frameworks
Drupal

www.drupal.org
CakePHP

www.cakephp.org
Ruby on Rails

http://www.rubyonrails.org/
